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i: with about 3,000,000 square miles of territory (excluding
Madagascar) and a population of about 34,000,000, but the
greater part of the land at all suitable for white settlement,
and excepting the Mediterranean littoral, is within the
British Empire, mainly of course in the Union of South
Africa, the Rhodesias and the highlands of Kenya and
Tanganyika. Someconsiderations applying to British African
Colonies generally will conclude the chapter on, "Other
African Territories." Bearing the general background in
mind, let us first look at our settlements on the West Coast,
now the Colonies of the Gambia, Sierra Leone, the Gold
Coast and Nigeria.
English traders have been active on the West Coast of
Africa since the sixteenth century, but the British Govern-
ment has not usually taken over territory until forced by
circumstances to do so. In the race which took place between
European Powers in the latter part of the nineteenth century
to acquire spheres of influence in Africa, England might
have obtained much more territory in West Africa, possibly
joining the Gold Coast and Nigeria and stretching across to
the Sudan, were it not for her reluctance to undertake
further responsibilities, and it was chiefly due to the persis-
tence of men like Goldie, apart from the pressure of events,
that Great Britain acquired her present territories there.
Even the Congo was first offered to Britain, as well as
parts of what is now French Equatorial Africa. That remark-
able woman, Mary Kingsley, to whom West Africa owes so
much, used to say that for forty years after Waterloo the
whole of West Africa from the Gambia to the Congo was
England's if she had chosen to take it. This may seem rank
Imperialism, but unfortunately there was no question of
West Africa being left to itself. Other Powers stepped in
and seized what England refused. The history of that time
is told in Mary Kingsley's Story of West Africa.